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Jan.— Feb. 44d 1814. 

1814. Jan'y 7. (Collin, Hembel, Vaughan, R. Patterson, 
Nichols, Haines, Cloud, DuPonceau, Collins, Chapman, 
Williams, R. M. Patterson, B. S. Barton, Barton, Jr.) 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — Thomas Jefferson. 

Vice-Presidents — Wistar, B. S. Barton, R. Patterson. 
Secretaries — T. C. James, T. T. Hewson, R. M. Patterson, 
Reuben Haines. 

Councillors — Cooper, Gibson, Pennington, Hare. 
Councillor for one year — Meredith. 
Curators — Collins, Cloud, Hembell [sic], Jr. 
Treasurer — J. Vaughan. 

1814. Jan'y 21. (Patterson; Vaughan, Duponceau, Wil- 
liams, Meredith, Cloud, Correa, Haines, Hemphell [sic], 
Abererombie, Barton, Patterson, Mease, Hewson, Currie.) 

Donations: Accum's Chemistry, Phila., 1813; Cutbush's 
Chemistry, Phil., 1813. 

Librarian elected : J. Vaughan. 

Election of four new members : Dr. N. S. Allison, of Bur- 
lington; John E. Hall, of Baltimore; James Cutbush, of 
Philada. ; and Rev. Fred. Beasley, Provost Univ. Pa. 

1814. Feb'y 4. (Wistar; Patterson, Williams, Aber- 
erombie, Vaughau, Beaseley, Collins, Haines, Dr. Patterson.) 

Donation : Haiiy's Essai, 4°, Paris, 1786. 

Auditing Committee: Cloud and Haines. 

" On the construction of Privies," by C. Varle of Fred- 
ericktown, Maryland; referred to Haines, Patterson and 
Vaughan. 

1814. Feb'y 18. (Patterson ; Vaughan, Duponceau, Beas- 
ley, Williams, Correa, Haines, J. R. Smith, Wistar, Mease, 
Patterson, Allison, Hewson.) 

Varle's paper on Yellow Fever ordered to be filed, and 



March. 444 1814. 

final report postponed, until his promised second paper be 
received. 

Auditing Committee required more time. 

Donations : Guengine's Rapport, 4°, 1813 ; Bozman's Hist. 
Maryland, 8°, 1811 ; Mellish's Documents and Atlas of the 
War of 1814, 8°, Phil. ; Taylor's Proclus, 2 Vols, 4°, Lond., 
1792. 

1814. March 4. (Patterson ; and 10 others.) 

Auditors reported progress. 

Donations: W. P. 0. Barton's Marine Hospitals, U. 8., 8°, 
Phil., 1814 ; Cutbush's Am. Artists' Manual, 2 Vols., 8°, 
Palmer's Hist. Register, 2 Vols., 8°, Wash. ; James' Bums's 
Midwifery, Phil., 2 Vols., 8°, 1813. 

Catalogue of Library : " Col. Jon. Williams having some 
time ago voluntarily undertaken to make a Catalogue of all 
the Books belonging to the society, & having now accom- 
plished that laborious task, in the most complete & scientific 
manner, therefore — 

"Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be tendered to him for this 
very acceptable service." 

Ballot-box : 

"Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be given to Col. Williams for 
the very useful & ingenious balloting box which he presented to the So- 
ciety, some considerable time since, but the acknowledgment of which 
appears to have been hitherto omitted." 

' ' Resolved, That 250 copies of the Constitution & By-laws of the Society 
be printed for the use of the members." 

Committee: Williams and Patterson. 

1814. March 18. (Wistar; Hembele [sic], Jr., and 8 
others.) 

Committee on printing Constitution reported progress. 
Committee on Jefferson's letter about standard weights 
and measures reported progress. 



April. 44(> 1814. 

Donations : Report of Lancaster Bridge Co. ; Michaux's 
Hist. Arbres. For. 11, 12-15, 16-3, 4. 



1814. April 1. (Patterson; Vaughan, Collins, Cooper, 
Hembel, Duponceau, "Williams, Drs. Patterson, "Wistar, 
Barton (W. P. C), Chapman, Hewson.) 

Committee on printing Constitution reported the expenses 
$35.25. Bill ordered to be paid. 

Donations: "Wilson's Ornithology, Vol. "VIII; J. E. 
Smith's Int. to Botany, reprint, 8°, 1814; Jefferson and 
Livingstone on the disputed Batture at New Orleans ; Hum- 
boldt and Bonpland's Voyage, 3d part, 2 Vols., 4°, Paris, 
1811 [original cost $70, purchased and presented by 14 of 
the members whose names are given]. 

Mr. Vaughan communicated a draft and description of a 
circular cylinder pump by Josh. Humphreys ; referred to 
Patterson, Hembell and Williams. Also, 

Hints respecting the spotted fever now raging at Kenne- 
bec ; printed at Hallowell, Maine. 

1814. April 15. (Patterson; Correa, Barton, Cloud, 
Abercrombie, Haines, Hare, Chapman, James, Wistar, Pat- 
terson, C. Smith, Meredith, Cutbush, Sergeant, Hembell, 
DuPonceau, Briggs, "Williams, Vaughan.) 

Report of Committee against publishing Humphrey's 
paper accepted. 

Audit of Treasurer's accounts showed due by him: on the 
Magellanic Fund, $620.15 ; on the Rittenhouse Fund, $1.07; 
total, $621.22; due to him, on general account, $427.41, 
Report accepted. 

Donations: S. Mills' Specimen of the Iroquois language. 
sent by Jefferson ; Franklin's Miscellanies, Lond., 8°, 1779 ; 
Cooper's Emporium, II, iii ; Palmer's Constitution of the 
Spanish Monarchy, 8°, 1812, Phil., and various pamphlets. 

Election of three new members : Rev. James P. Wilson, 



May— June. 44b 1814. 

D.D., and Thos. Gilpin, both of Philadelphia ; Brig. Gen. 
Jos. Gardiner Swift, Commander Corps Engineers and 
United States Military Academy. 

1814. May 6. ("Wistar; Vaughan, Haines.) 

Donations: Michaux's Hist. Arbres Forestiers, 17-24, 
completing the work in 3 Vols., and two other pamphlets. 

1814. May 20. (Patterson ; and 10 others.) 
Subjects recommended by the Board for premiums. 

A. Magellanic Premium. 

1. For the best explanation of the action of adjutges [sic] in accelera- 
ting the discharge of water from an orifice. 

2. For the most simple & accurate instrument for finding a true meri- 
dian, capable of being used in ordinary surveying. 

3. For the best artificial horizon, for taking altitudes on the land, by the 
reflecting sextant &c, to be so constructed as to serve for ascertaining the 
greatest altitudes. 

4. For the most accurate & practicable method of ascertaining from 
the Pendulum a universal standard of lineal measures. 

B. Extra-Magellanic Premium. 

1. For the best invention or improvement dependent on mechanics & 
applicable to useful purposes. 

2. For the best invention or improvement dependent on chemistry <& 
applicable to useful purposes. 

3. For the best & most useful memoir on any subject dependent on 
Natural History. 

Report referred to R. M. Patterson, Vaugban and Cloud. 

Donations : New maps and memoir of Clarkson. 

" On the fusing temperature of metals ;" by Jos. Cloud ; 
read and referred to Patterson, Hembel and Hare. 

A plaster cast from the plaster bust of Franklin was per- 
mitted to Mr. Miller. 

1814. June 17. (Wistar ; and 14 others.) 
Cloud's paper reported for publication. 



July— August. 44« 1S14. 

Donation of a new differential thermometer by DeButts, 
Baltimore. 

" Obs. on the irritability & contractility of nervous mat- 
ter," by Baron Fred, de Bretton ; read and referred to 
Barton, Wistar and Hewson. 

Donations: DeBreton's Vie de Huyden, 4°, 1812, and five 
other books ; also Engravings for Bell's Anatomy. 



1814. July 15. (Barton; "Wistar, Patterson, Vaughan, 
DuPonceau, Beasley, Curry [sic], Short, Gibson, Hewson, 
Mease, Collins, Patterson.) 

Report of the Committee on publishing the Beport of the 
Board of Officers, accepted. 

DeBretton's paper reported for publication. 

Donations : Two heads (mutilated) from Big Bone Liok, 
with a descriptive letter from Jefferson ; Zirconite, Amber, 
and Carbonized wood found with the amber, near Cross- 
wick's, N. J., from Sol. W. Conrad. Three books. 

Election of two new members : Hon. Dewit [sic] Clinton, 
President New York Philosophical Society ; and John 
Gummere, of Burlington, New Jersey. 



1814. Aug. 19. (Patterson; Gummere, and 12 others.) 

Donation : Garnett's Nautical Almanac. 

" On the Gregorian Calendar," by Mr. Lambert, of "Wash- 
ington ; read and referred to Gummere, Patterson and Wil- 
liams. 

Description of his thermometer, by Mr. DeButts; read 
referred to Cloud, Seybert and Barton. 

A remarkable Solar Corona, July 30, 1814, was described 
in a letter from C. Brown, of Harper's Ferry. 

1814. (No date.) Present, Williams, Collins, Vaughan. 



Oct.— Not. *4o 1814. 

1814. Oct. 7. (Patterson ; Duponceau, Vaughan, Hare, 
Williams, Beasley, Collins, Gummere, Biddle, Patterson.) 

Lambert's paper reported on, and filed away. 

Cloud's paper reported for publication. 

DeButts' paper. Hare substituted for Seybert (absent 
from the city) on the Committee. 

Committee on Breckenridge's paper, October, 1813, or- 
dered to report. 

Donations: Wilson's Ornithology, Vol. IX, completing 
the series ; Pozzo's Rules of Perspective, translated into 
English and Latin from the Roman edition of 1693, by J. 
James, Lond., Fol°. 

" An investigation of the Figure of the Earth and of the 
gravity in different Latitudes," by Prof. Adrain, of New- 
York ; read and referred to Gummere, R. Patterson and R. 
M. Patterson. 

1814. Oct. 21. (Wistar ■; Barton, Patterson, Williams, 
Meredith, Hembell, Jr., Short, Cloud, Biddle, Hewson, 
Curry, Patterson.) 

DeButts' paper reported for publication. 

Adrain's paper reported for publication. 

Donations : Mellish's Desc. Roads of U. S. ; Herriot's 
Travels in Canada ; Barton's Archseologise, &e. ; Trans. R. 
S. Edin.; Archseologia, Lond., 4°, 1814; Coll. N. Y. Hist. 
S., Vols. I and II, 1811, 1814. 

Rent: "An application from the College of Physicians 
was made by D r - Hewson relative to lowering the rent paid 
for the apartment they use in the Building of the Society. 
This business was referred to R. Patterson, Col. Williams 
& Mr. Vaughan." 

Election of two new members: John G. Biddle; and 
John Syng Dorsey, M.D., both of Philadelphia. 

1814. Nov. 4. (Patterson ; Wistar, Duponceau, Wil- 
liams, Short, Vaughan, R. M. Patterson.) 



Nov.— Deo. 44" 1814. 

Rent: Committee report, that the rent should not be 
changed, agreed to. 

Donations : Hist. Reg. U. S., Yol. Ill ; Pinkerton's Atlas, 
No. 3 ; Medicina Statica ; Hippocratis Aphorismi, 2 Vols., 
8° ; Cooper's Emp. Nos. 2, 3 ; Gummere's Surveying. 

" On the formation of Sphenoidal Sinuses &e," " with ele- 
gant preparations," by Dr. Wistar ; read and referred to 
Hewson, Chapman and Dorsey. 

1814. Nov. 18. (Williams; Short, Collins, Vaughan, 
Hewson.) 

Donations: Arthur's St. Clair's campaign in 1791, 8' 
1812 ; Ames' works, 8°, 1809 ; Pike Expeditions in 1807, 8° 
1810; and pamphlets; Lindenau's Tabulae Veneris, 4° 
Gothse, 1810 ; his Tables barometriques, 8°, Gothee, 1809 
his Versuch, 8°, G-othse, 1811 ; Feburier's Abeilles, 8°, Paris 
1810 ; and 6 Vols, of various memoirea of the Institute of 
France. 

1814. Dec. 2. (Barton; "Wistar, Patterson, Williams, 

Du Ponceau, Hewson, Hare, Haines, Correa, Patterson.) 

Jefferson's letter of resignation to R. M. Patterson : 

Monticelix), Nov. 23, '14 
Sib, 

I solicited on a former occasion from the American Philosophical Society 
to retire from the honor of their chair, under a consciousness that distance 
as well as other circumstances denied me the power of executing the 
duties of the Station, and that those on whom they devolved were best en- 
titled to the honors they confer. It was the pleasure of the Society at that 
time that I should remain in their service, and they have continued since 
to renew the same marks of their partiality. Of these I have been ever 
duly sensible, and now beg leave to return my thanks for them with 
humble gratitude. Still I have never ceased, nor can I cease to feel, that 
I am holding honors without yielding requital, and justly belonging 
to others. As the period of election is now therefore approaching, I take 
the occasion of begging to be withdrawn from the attention of the Society 
at their ensuing choice, and to be permitted now to resiga the office of 
President into their hands, which I hereby do. I shall consider myself 
sufficiently honored, in remaining a private member of their body, and 
shall ever avail myself with zeal, of every occasion which may occur of 

PROC. AMEB. PHILOS. SOC. I. xxix. PRINTED MA.Y 26, 1884. 



Dec— Jan. 450 1814—1815. 

being useful to them, retaining indelibly a profound sense of their past 
favors. I avail myself— &c. &c. Th. Jeffebson. 

" The Society directed that this letter should be inserted 
in the Minutes, but they declined taking any particular 
order on it ; thus adopting the same course which was pur- 
sued, on a similar occasion, in December 1808." 

" An account of a case in which one side of the Thorax 
was dilated while the other was at rest," by Dr. Wistar ; 
read and referred to Hewson, Barton and Patterson. 

No communications for the Magellanic Premium. 

A new Minute book for Transactions, and a new Minute 
book for Donations, ordered. The books " to be used from 
the beginning of the approaching year." 

1814. Dec. 16. (Patterson ; Williams, Correa, Vaughan, 
Hewson, Hare, Dorsey, Haines, Curry, Collins, Patterson, 
Wistar.) 

Auditing Committee : Collins and Patterson. 
[All the rest of this volume, blank leaves.] 



Volume marked on the back, 1815-1824. 

Note on fly-leaf: "The notice of Donations is inserted in 
a separate Book." 

Note on fly-leaf: "Councillors chosen 1814 to serve to 
January 1817; Thomas Cooper, James Gibson, Edward 
Pennington, Robert Hare." 

Stated Annual Meeting. 
1815. Jan'y 6. (Drs. Barton, Collin ; Messrs. Patterson, 
Du Ponceau, Vaughan and W. P. C. Barton, at organization, 
at 2J o'c, p. m. ; afterwards Hembel, Cloud, Wilson, Bin- 
ney, Ch. Smith, Gilpin, General Williams, Haines, Staugh- 
ton, Hare, Patterson, Parke, Eawle, Morgan, Fox, J. G. 
Biddle, Meredith, Collins, Tilghman, Wylie, Mease, Chaun- 
cey, Conover, Hewson, Correa, Dorsey, J. R. Smith = 33.) 



